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SUBJ: GOVERNMENT PERCEIVES INTERNAL SECURITY THREAT 

1 . DURING PAST WEEK RADIO LESOTHO HAS BROADCAST SEVERAL TIMES 
STATEMENT BY COMMISSIONER OF POLICE THAT HE HAS LEARNED OF 
INTENTION OF UNSPECIFIED GROUP OF PEOPLE TO DISRUPT PEACE BY MAK- 
ING SOME UNSPECIFIED MOVE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. COMMISSIONER'S 
STATEMENT WARNS THAT POLICE WILL TAKE FIRM ACTION AGAINST ANY 
SUCH MOVE. FOLLOW-UP STATEMENT ISSUED IN NAME OF ALL PRINCIPAL 
CHURCHES IN LESOTHO CALLS UPON ALL BASOTHO TO REFRAIN FROM 

ANY ACTION WHICH WOULD DISRUPT PEACE. 

2. COMMISSIONER HAS ISSUED SIMILAR STATEMENTS ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS IN PAST. BUT STATEMENT BY CHURCHES IS MORE 
UNUSUAL. 

3. TWO RUMORS WHICH PURPORT TO EXPLAIN GOVERNMENT'S CONCERN 
HAVE GAINED CURRENCY. MORE PERSISTENT RUMOR IS THAT FOLLOWERS 
OF BCP LEADER-IN-EXILE NTSU MOKHEHLE ARE PLANNING ANOTHER 
ATTEMPT TO OVER-THROW THE GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING THIS VERSION, 
BASOTHO MINERS IN SOUTH AFRICA. AT END OF THEIR CONTRACT 
PERIODS IN THE MINES, HAVE BEEN MAKING THEIR WAY TO BOTSWANA 
OR ZAMBIA WHERE THEY RECEIVE GUERILLA TRAINING BEFORE 
RETURNING TO LESOTHO. NUMBER OF THESE MEN NOW IN LESOTHO IS 
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OTHER RUMOR IS THAT FORMER MINISTER TO PRIME MINISTER, G.C. 
MANYELI, WHO LOST HIS CABINET POSITION IN GOVERNMENT RESHUFFLE 
LAST NOVEMBER, HAS TURNED AGAINST GOVERNMENT AND IS ATTEMPT- 
ING TO ORGANIZE SOME KIND OF COUP. 

4. COMMENT. EMBASSY HAS NO FIRM BASIS FOR EVALUATING EITHER 
OF THESE RUMORS BUT FINDS IT HARD TO CREDIT STORY OF GUERILLA 
TRAINING IN BOTSWANA OR ZAMBIA. WE SUSPECT THAT INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF LESOTHO POLICE, WHICH IS RATHER SHORT ON COMPETENCE, 
ESPECIALLY SINCE DEPARTURE OF BRITISH ADVISOR LATE LAST YEAR, 

MAY HAVE PRODUCED ILL-FOUNDED REPORTS ON WHICH GOVERNMENT 
THOUGHT IT PRUDENT TO ISSUE WARNING. CHURCHES' CALL FOR PEACE AND 
RESTRAINT IS PROBABLY DIRECTED AS MUCH TOWARD SECURITY FORCES AS 
TOWARD ANY PLOTTERS. 
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